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Principal’s Message by Jennifer Tousignant
Dear EES Families,

Happy New Year!  I hope you had a wonderfully magical 
holiday season with your child!  

We are already starting to plan for the 2019-20 school year 
and the first item on our agenda is Kindergarten 
Registration! Please call the office to let us know if you 
have a child eligible to enter kindergarten this coming fall.   
All children who turn five years old before January 1, 2020 
are kindergarten eligible.  Our Kindergarten Orientation for 
parents will be on Wednesday, March 27 at 6:30pm in our 
Media Center.  Tours by our sixth grade student leaders will 
begin at 6:00 for anyone wishing to go on a tour of our 
beautiful school building. Please pass this information on to 
friends and/or neighbors who have little ones!   

Have a great start to 2019! 

~Jenn

Important Dates:

● Wednesday, January 2:  School back in Session, 
Change for Change Begins

● Tuesday, January 8: PTO Meeting 9:30 am, Media 
Center, ALL are Welcome to Attend!
 

● Thursday, January 10: EES BOE at 7:00

● Friday, January 11:  Cool Hat Day, Change for 
Change Ends 

● Friday, January 18: Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm for 
students

● Monday, January 21: Martin Luther King, Jr., Day - 
No School



Why Are Students in Grades 3-6 Asked to Write about Their Reading?
By Maura Doxsee, Leah Page, and Ann Roussel (The Reading Team)

Students often moan and groan when they are asked to write about what they 
read. As teachers and avid readers, we get it. When you are lost in a book, all 
you want is to do “nose-in-book” reading with NO interruptions. However, we 
also want our students to grow into more thoughtful readers. So, the big 
question is, “What type of writing about reading makes the reading more 
thoughtful?” 

First, it is important to know that TONS of writing about reading is not 
necessary nor encouraged. The ratio should be 90% eyes-on-print, 10% writing 
or talking about books. However, the 10% is important. It is through writing and 
talk that students are able to outgrow themselves, and their initial thinking. 

So, what should writing about reading look like? It should mostly look 
exploratory - quick jots or post-it notes that are thoughtful and tentative, 
sometimes full of questions or “ah-ha’s,” and initial ideas that the reader will 
later revise. When the student reaches the end of the book, it is rewarding to 
look over these “pathways of thought,” and see how the their thinking has 
changed. 

(continued) 3

Here are some 
examples of 
students’ books full 
of their thinking on 
post-it notes. 



(Continued) Why Are Students in Grades 3-6 Asked to Write about Their Reading?
By Maura Doxsee, Leah Page, and Ann Roussel (The Reading Team)

Here’s how you can support thoughtful “writing about reading” at home:

● If your child is recording what is going on in the book, that is a fine place 
to start. Encourage him/her to add on “This makes me think…” in order 
to move from just retelling to thinking about the book. 

● Other writing prompts you can give:
○ How has your thinking (about this or that character, theme) 

changed? 
○ What new ideas are you coming to as you read? What is 

confusing right now? (It is important for students to realize that 
one reads so as to live in confusion sometimes. It is the confusion 
that often keeps us reading.)

○ Try adding on, ‘This makes me realize…’ ‘The thought I have 
about this is…’ ‘Could it be that…’ and ‘Now I’m wondering…’

● If your child is writing TOO much, intervene! Instead of every page, have 
students jot a quick note every few pages or every chapter. When it 
comes to writing about reading, quality is more important than quantity. 

● Finally, if your student needs more guidance, have him/her ask a 
teacher for a mentor or sample post-it to look at. 
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Here are some 
examples of 
students’ books full 
of their thinking on 
post-it notes. 



Library Media Center Update - K-2
Kindergarten

Kindergarten students have 
learned about book care, fiction 
vs. nonfiction, parts of a book, 
and the role of authors and 
illustrators. They also have 
accessed and used PebbleGo, 
an online database. In 
kindergarten, we also start 
building technology skills, using 
apps such as Don’t Let the 
Pigeon Touch this App and 
Drawing Pad. As part of Hour 
of Code, kindergarten students 
used the Kodable App and 
Robot Mouse kits to learn the 
basics of computer 
programming.

First Grade

First grade students learned 
about book care and how to 
use ABC order to organize E 
and ER books. They completed 
International Dot Day projects 
by app smashing a dot created 
in Drawing Pad into Chatterpix 
to make it talk. In October, first 
graders participated in Monster 
Hangouts with students in 
Deep River and Chester to 
compare our monsters to 
monsters recreated using our 
directions. First graders used 
the Box Island App and OSMO 
coding for Hour of Code.

Second Grade

Second graders started the year 
learning about book care and 
choosing a just right book. Their 
goal for the year is to become 
more independent users of the 
library media center. They have 
learned how to navigate the 
library and how the library is 
organized. In October, the 
second graders all made 
Amazing Autumn Alliteration 
Animations using the program 
Animate by abcya. For Hour of 
Code, they completed the Dance 
Party Coding Tutorial and then 
selected a second coding activity 
from the code.org site.

Check the library media website to see completed student projects!
Mrs. Kluz’s 1st grade 
class being fantastic 
readers in the LMC!



Math News!
Helping Your Child with Math Word Problems

One area that many children struggle with in math is working 
through word problems.  Even strong readers can get “lost” and 
struggle with how to approach these problems. Students in grades 
1-6 have been working on reading, analyzing and solving math 
word problems using the three reads strategy. 

Here’s how you can use this strategy at home:

First Reading: Read for context. What is the story of the problem. 
Ask your child to tell you what the problem is about without using 
any math words or numbers.

Second Reading: Read for numbers. What numbers are included 
in the problem? Do you need all of them? How do you know?

Third Reading: Read to determine which operation to use. Ask, will 
your  solution be bigger (use addition or multiplication) or smaller 
(use division or subtraction) than the numbers included in the 
problem? What is a reasonable estimate for my answer?

What: A math challenge game board for students to complete during Winter Break, using 
the online games and books at GregTangMath.com. Students who complete the 
challenge can be entered into a prize drawing by their parent or teacher.

Prizes:Students will win prizes from Greg Tang Math. Click here to enter!  All students 
who complete the challenge earn a certificate of achievement which can be printed by 
clicking here.

Who: Kids in grades K-6 and above can participate in the challenge. Any teacher or 
parent can fill out the form for the prize drawing.

When Starting December 13th, ending January 8th, 2019.  Entry form due by January 
10th, 2019

Prize winners announced on Friday January 11th, 2019

How:Print the grade level game board.  After the game board is completed, enter student 
names for the drawing.  See the instructions at the right for more detailed information.

Why: Students learn and practice math skills during Winter Break!  Students can win 
prizes! It is FUN!

Looking for a fun way to get your 
mathematician back in the swing 
of things after the winter break? 
Consider signing them up for the 
Greg Tang New Year’s Math 
Challenge 

https://gregtangmath.com/newyears#gameboard
https://gregtangmath.com/newyears#enter
https://gregtangmath.com/newyears#certificate
https://gregtangmath.com/newyears#gameboard
https://gregtangmath.com/newyears#enter


News from the Collaborative Preschool
Preschool

The preschoolers just finished a unit on the Little Red Hen. They have 
been quite industrious as they learned to make bread, pizza and 
gingerbread men. More importantly they have learned the value of 
helping and working together.

They worked hard to make character puppets and a storyboard 
to act out the Hen’s adventures. The highlight of each book unit 
is when they get to do their retells with their 5th grade Book 
Buddies from Mrs. MacDonald’s class. 

Pre-Kindergarten

Our Pre-Kindergarten students 
created life-sized gingerbread 
children last month. The PTO 
created a joyful display using the 
dancing cut-outs for the 
gingerbread contest and holiday 
season.

The Pre-Kindergarten 
classes are recognizing 
there are multiple ways to 
display numeric value: with 
fingers, tally-marks, visuals 
of objects, as well as 
numerals. 



Grade 1 
Winter Holidays Around the World

   The first grade students have been busy learning about winter holidays 
celebrated by people all over the world!  The students traveled to each of 
the three first grade classrooms to learn about different winter holidays that 
are celebrated throughout the months of December and January.  They 
read books, watched informational videos and made crafts for each holiday 
they learned about.  
   Mrs. Kluz taught the first graders about the celebration of the Winter 
Solstice. Students then traveled to Mrs. Parakilas’ class and learned about 
the celebration of Kwanza.  Mrs. O’Connor then taught the first graders 
about Saint Lucia Day that is celebrated by the people of Sweden.  The 
children also learned about the Mexican holiday of Las Posadas, the 
customs and traditions celebrated during Chinese New Year and then they 
played the dreidel game after learning about the traditions of Hanukkah. 
    It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to learn about how other 
people around the world celebrate the holiday season.  They looked at and 
discussed the differences and similarities between these holidays and came 
away with an appreciation for others celebrations and beliefs.  
    First graders then created a Winter Holidays book so they could take 
home all the exciting, new information they learned to share with their 
families.  
   We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season!  



Grade 5 Science News
Can you explain what happens when pale gooey liquid pancake batter hits a griddle and turns 
into a golden fluffy solid pancake? How do particles too small to be seen arrange themselves 
in solids, liquids, and gases? What is a chemical reaction? How are new substances created? 
Is matter really conserved? This year, grade 5 student scientists used the “pancake 
phenomenon” to anchor their explorations of matter and its interactions. By investigating and 
testing, “mystery powders,” students learned about chemical reactions and that a new 
substance, carbon dioxide, is formed when vinegar is added to baking soda. Students also 
discovered that matter is conserved. During an investigation, students turned liquid cream into 
solid butter. By weighing the cream before and after it turned into butter, students’ data and 
analysis (evidence) helped them make the claim and reason that matter is conserved. As the 
unit ended, students observed the pancake making process in real life and were able to make 
sense of and explain how pale gooey liquid pancake batter can become a yummy solid 
pancake!

Can you imagine how life is different on The International Space Station than it is on Earth? 
Currently, students are beginning their understanding of Earth and Earth’s systems. 
Understanding that all objects on Earth and in space are affected differently by the 
phenomenon of gravity, students are beginning to understand that life in a microgravity 
environment has its challenges. Check out the ISS live feed at 
https://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/ESRS/HDEV/

To help students construct 
explanations about how 

liquid cream can become 
solid butter, Grade 5 

scientists carried out an 
investigation, and 

collected and analyzed  
data.

https://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/ESRS/HDEV/


Art Room News
By nature, the Art Room is a natural 
environment to cultivate and nurture 

critical thinking and creativity!  All of our 
students have been exercising these 

skills while focusing on their grade level 
art theme this year!

In addition to their individual grade level 
themes, students of all ages have been 
using art to identify with, participate in, 
and visually express this year’s school 

theme of 
ZONES of REGULATION.

Don’t Forget!
Third Annual Evening of the Arts

Wednesday, May 1, 2019



FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

With several months to winter, just a reminder to be sure your child is appropriately dressed for the weather - warm coat, hat, mittens/gloves, and snow pants 
and boots if there is snow on the ground.

People with colds and coughs seem to be all around us. Here at EES, the students are reminded to cough/sneeze in the crook of their elbow. Tissues are used 
by the boxful everyday here at school. The students and staff would appreciate any donation of tissue boxes to the classroom and specials teachers. The 
tissues provided by the school tend to be rough on little noses!

With Valentine’s Day around the corner, candy free valentines are recommended due to food allergies and the school’s emphasis on healthy eating and snacks.

Some IMPORTANT reminders:
● If your child will be tardy or out of school due to illness or personal issues, please call the Health Office directly at (860) 767-1524 or email me at 

sdeens@reg4.k12.ct.us.

● According to the State of Connecticut and Essex Board of Education guidelines, students are NOT permitted to carry medication to and from school. 
This includes over the counter medication such as ibuprofen and acetaminophen.

● If your child needs to take medication at school, I am required by the State of Connecticut and Essex Board of Education to have a physician’s order. 
Most physician’s offices are familiar with the required paperwork. This includes prescription and over the counter medications.

● If your child sustains an injury such as a broken/fractured bone, stitches, or has had an illness requiring limitations, PLEASE send in a physician’s note 
stating what the limitations entail. I realize this may seem obvious, but it is another step in an effort to keep your child safe and healthy. 

Please feel free to call the Health office with any questions or concerns.

Suzanne Deens, R.N.
Rosemary Vitali

mailto:sdeens@reg4.k12.ct.us







